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Highway 55 projeéts for Valley County go bégging for funding

By Dan Gallagher
Long Valley Advocate

DONNELLY - Valley County
has seen more projects fall off the
state’s priority list for funding high-
way projects than any other place in
Idaho, transportation officials say.

This comes at a time when
Highway 55 is a-vital north-south
link that is experiencing a huge jump
in use, said Phil Choate, Idaho
Tmnsportanon Department senior
planner.

“It’s a major artery to us,” he told
locals at an informal meeting on
‘Wednesday in Donnelly. -

It appears that relocation of
Highway 55 between Smiths Ferry

-and Round Valley is on the depart-

ment’s “Far Horizon” planning list,
putting it 16 or more years after the

current five-year construction sched-
ule is past. A realignment study on
the route began in 1999.

“The cost to complete these pro-
jects in 16 or more years would be
e by
a factor of sxx to seven times the cur-
rent cost,” Idaho Transportation
Department documents say. Smiths
Ferry is included arnong projects esti-
‘mated to cost more than $40 million.

- Choate said that factors such as’

the growing cost of materials and
fewer gas tax dollars as a result of
better gas mileage for vehicles are

-winnowing away support

“Growth is not paying its way,”
he said.
But there also is a lot of politics

ments by the Idaho Transportation
Board. Choate said that residents must
get involved to move such road jobs
back onto a schedule to take place in
the near future.

“I can’t think of an area in my
region that needs more involvement
than this,” he said. “You need to be
engaged. If we don’t have local sup-

- port, we don’t go forward.”

‘The department is in the middle
of corridor

$10 million; the bridge replacement
over the Payette River in Cascade,
at $5-$10 million; widening for north-
bound passing lanes in the Cascade
area at $10-$20 million; widening
for southbound passing lane for

and Donnelly passing lanes, as well
as the Round Valley passing lanes.
The Payette River canyon north
of Smiths Ferry is a bottleneck that
occasionally closes during vehicle
collisions and other issues.

Cascade, $5-$10 million; D

T k officials ding the

passing lanes, $5-$10; Round Valley
passing lanes, less than $5 million;
wetland mitigation, cost unknown.
“Most of the bridges are func-
tionally obsolete,” Choate said.

work for Highway 55 from Marsmg ’
- projects 6-10 years after the STIP

to New Meadows.

A number of projects that were
in the State Transportation
Improvement Program to start work
in the next five years have dropped
to the “Horizons” planning level.

They include: A rest stop in ;he

5-

Under the “Near Horizon™ list of

schedule is the Round Valley rest

stop, Cascade bridge replacement,

Gardena and Banks passing lanes.
Under the “Mid-Horizon” list of

11-15 years after the STIP are the
- major widening for southbound and

Round Valley area, esti d

thbound Cascade passing lanes

meeting asked how projects which
were deemed so important to be on
the funding list had fallen off the
STIP priority.

“They apparently were low-hang-
ing fruit that fell off the tree,” he said.
“If they’re important, we need to get
them back.”

Local governments and citizens
need to push for the projects, Choate
said.”

“Itsastoryd:a:weneedtohcar
continually to remind the board and
the Legislature.”



